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Dear People of God, 

As we continue in our time of transition, meetings have begun with the Vestries of North Parish 
and St. James to explore the concepts of shared ministry. As the Vestry announced earlier this 
year, the salary/insurance/pension package prohibits us from seeking a full time rector. 
Discussing shared ministry will be a time consuming process but one with the hope and promise 
of The Episcopal Church of Schuylkill County being united in ministries, missions and outreach. 
The availability of supply priests is very limited throughout the diocese and we are trying our 
best to have priests as often as possible. We ask your continued prayers and support and 
extend our gratitude to you for all the encouragement that has been offered to us. With the 
help of the Holy Spirit, and with your prayers and affirmations, we will be guided to make the 
right decisions in love and faith. Please plan to support our sister parishes in their activities in 
the months to come. Their events are posted on the bulletin board across from the lounge, are 
included in this TOPICS, and will be included in our bulletins in the future. 

As we begin May and June, we will have several occasions of celebration – Pentecost on May 15 
and Church School Sunday on May 22. The Rev. Peter Harer will join us as we celebrate the 
birthday of the church and The Rev. Nancy Packard will be the celebrant as the children end 
another year. 

Sunday, June 5 will be the first Sunday at the Chapel of the Resurrection at Charles Baber 
Cemetery. The service time will remain at 9 am and The Rev. Dolores Evans Smith will be with 
us for that initial service. Please plan to join us as we worship in the beauty and tranquility of 
our summer church. 

As always, if you have any concerns or questions, please seek us out and we will do our best to 
address them. Thank you for your continued support, love and prayers. 

Your Vestry 
 

 

Trinity Church’s Mission Statement 

“Living loving, sharing in the name of Jesus Christ” 

Vision Statement 

“Honoring the past as we build a strong foundation for the future, while sharing our Christian faith 

through service to the community.” 

http://www.trinityepiscopalpottsvillepa.org/
mailto:trinitypottsville@verizon.net
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North Parish - Holy Apostles 

Geisinger Blood Drive 

A Geisinger Blood Drive will take place at Holy Apostles, St. Clair, on May 16 from 
2 – 7 p.m. Parishioners are asked to donate baked goods and/or snacks and 
should be at the church before noon.  Our goal is twenty-five people and twenty 
pints of blood.  If anyone has any questions, please contact Bonnie Baker at 570-
429-2272. 
 

Strawberry Festival 

North Parish is having a Strawberry Festival on June 15, 2016 from 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m. at Holy Apostles, Saint Clair.  Cost is $5.00 for strawberries and ice cream a 
dessert and beverage.   

Shepherd’s Pie Dinner 

Saturday, June 4th 

3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

2nd and Howard Avenue 

Pottsville 

Dinner to include a salad, dessert and coffee or tea. 

Cost $8.00  Eat in and take out available 

 



 
 

MEMORIAL GIFT 
 

Mrs. Ruth Bohnenblust has purchased a new fair linen for the free-standing 
altar in commemoration of the first anniversary of Dr. Walter Bohnenblust’s 
death on May 2. It will take several weeks for it to arrive, but a blessing will 
be held later this year and it will be used for special feast days.  
 
There are other memorial or thanksgiving opportunities such as new flags 
for the front of the church and next Easter we will need to purchase a new 
Paschal Candle.  If you are interested, please contact Edna at the office.  
Thank you! 
 

 

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

During the months of June, July and August, there will be no regularly 
scheduled Lay Eucharistic visits to those who are homebound.  However, if 
you would like to have a Communion visit during those months, please 
contact Kathy Burda and one of our Lay Eucharistic Ministers will contact 
you for a visit. Thank you! 
 

 

UTO BOXES 
 

Each and every day there are so many blessings to be thankful for – please 
remember that even small change offerings in your UTO blue box can add 
up to so much when we have our annual ingathering in the fall. “Change” 
changes lives all around the world and here at home. Thank you for 
remembering all that you have to be grateful for so others can benefit.  The 
UTO ingathering will be held in September before the Diocesan Convention.  
Dates will be forthcoming in the next issue of the TOPICS. 
  
 

 
 



 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 

Our youth group members have concluded their Talents Project and we wish to 
thank our parishioners for their support.  One project consisted of making and 
delivering packages of cheer consisting of cookies to people whose spirits needed 
a boost. That project proved to be very successful and demonstrated the power 
of kindness.  Another very worthy project was donating and creating a gift basket 
for a raffle to help defray expenses for a cancer patient.  The final project was a 
joint project; three of the members held a successful bake sale and donated the 
proceeds of $110.00 to the SPCA.  We will meet in May to review our project and 
other activities and to plan for next year.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

May will be a busy month for Church School. 

May 8 is Mothers’ Day. We will be honoring all the ladies of our parish for 
mothering us all. 

It is also music week with Miss Lea in preparation for our closing program.  We 
will also celebrate Bubble Sunday following the service on the front steps of the 
church. It is a visual reminder of the Ascension as we send bubbles up into 
heaven.  Please join us for this annual event. Light refreshments will be served. All 
are welcome. 

May 15 we will celebrate Pentecost with our “Red Sunday” party in lounge 
following the service. Donations of red foods are requested. Sign-up sheets will be 
posted in the church. 

May 22 is Trinity Sunday. It is also Church School Sunday and the final Church 
school gathering of the school year. Our students will be participating in the 
service as acolytes, readers, ushers, and performers in the junior choir. This 
service will be followed by the annual Parish Cookout outdoors near the water 
authority fountain. Please see the sign-up sheet posted in the church to donate 
food, drink, or paper products for this event. All are welcome and encouraged to 
join us. 

May 29 is Memorial Day weekend. No church school. 



 

 

THE MUSIC CORNER  

by Cora A. Gamelin-Osenbach 
 

We are winding down another choir year on May 15. The Pentecost 
celebration will be the last choir Sunday.  We thank the choir for their 
dedication and their incredible addition to our worship each week. What a 
great group of people who put in hours practicing on their own in addition 
to Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Many thanks to them; they 
are all a blessing to us! 
 
I also want to thank Lea Bortner for working with the children and their 
musical offerings at feast days during the year. They will sing again on 
Church School Sunday May 22.  And thank you to Pamela Foley for being 
our substitute organist that day. 
 
Our summer services at the Chapel of the Resurrection will begin on Sunday 
June 5 at 9 am.  Please join us as we continue our community of faith in the 
serenity of that space. 
 
CONCERT SERIES – Our last concert for this season will be on May 15 at 4 
pm.  See the enclosed flyer for details. Violinist Simon Maurer is well known 
to Schuylkill County and he will be accompanied by Dr. Xun Pan at the 
piano. It will be a great afternoon of high quality artistry. 
 
RECEPTION – For May 15.  Our receptions are always the talk of the town. 
Great quality and variety and the extensive goodies make our fellowship 
last longer and with great fun.  Thank you to all who provide our table. If 
you are able, please sign up on the sheets in the ambulatory and across 
from the lounge for another memorable reception.  Many thanks!  
 



Sunday May 15, 2016 
at 4 pm 

         
Simon Maurer is an accomplished chamber musician 
and soloist performing in the Eastern United States, 
Europe and China. He is a founding member and  
Artistic Director of  the Gabriel Chamber Ensemble. 
He also plays baroque violin and jazz and free style 
improvisation. 
 
Dr. Xun Pan is a highly acclaimed pianist who has 
won many international competitions and awards. He 
is a soloist who “….excites his audience with extraor-
dinary power and masterful technique.”  Dr. Pan is 
also a noted chamber musician and staff  accompanist 
at Millersville University.   
 
Their program will include works of  Beethoven, Gershwin, Glinka, 
Ravel and the “Carmen Fantasy” of  Sarasate. 

Come meet the Artists at a post-concert reception. 
No Admission Fee - Free Will Offering Taken 

 

For more information, contact Trinity Episcopal Church 
200 S. Second Street, Pottsville, PA      570-622-8720 

trinitypottsville@verizon.net            trinityepiscopalpottsvillepa.org 
 

Trinity is Handicapped Accessible  
 
 

Upcoming Events 
TAMARA WAPINSKY, SOPRANO 

JOHN KLINE, IV, PIANO 
Sunday, September 18, 2016 at 4 pm 

Trinity Episcopal Church Concert Series 
Simon Maurer, violin 
Dr. Xun Pan, piano 



NEWS FROM MARION C.PRICE TRUST FUND 

Geisinger Blood Drive at Holy Apostle’s – May 16, 2016, 2-7 PM. 

Donating blood is a community service we cannot do without. Each pint of blood can potentially save 

the lives of three people. But do you know the health benefits to the donor? 

When you donate blood: 

 You receive a free mini-physical 

 You receive a free blood analysis and blood type 

 It is the fastest way to lose one pound 

 It has to be one of the easiest ways to give something back to your community and potentially 

help others 

 

Following a few recommendations before, during and after your blood donation can help make your 

donation experience as safe, successful and pleasant as possible. 

Before your donation: 

Maintain a healthy iron level in your diet by eating iron-rich foods such as red meat, fish, poultry, beans, 

spinach, iron–fortified cereals and raisins. 

Drink an extra 16 oz. of water or nonalcoholic fluids before the donation. 

Eat a healthy meal before your donation. Avoid fatty foods. Fatty foods can affect the tests that are 

done on your blood. If there is too much fat in your blood, your donation cannot be tested for infectious 

diseases and the blood will not be used for transfusions. 

If you are a platelet donor, remember that your system must be free of aspirin for two days prior to 

donation. 

Remember to bring your driver’s license, or two other forms of ID and a list of your medications. 

 

During your donation: 

Wear clothing with sleeves that can be raised above the elbow. 

Relax, listen to music, talk to others or read during the donation process. 

Take the time to enjoy a snack and a drink immediately after donating. 

 

After your donation: 

Drink an extra four (8-ounce) glasses of liquids and avoid alcohol over the next 24 hours. 

Keep the strip bandage on for the next several hours 

Do not do any heavy lifting or vigorous exercise for the rest of the day. 

If you experience dizziness or lightheadedness after donation, stop what you are doing and sit down or 

lie down until you feel better. Avoid performing any activity where fainting may lead to injury for at least 

24 hours. 



RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) of Schuylkill County is reaching out for volunteers to help 

assist the elderly in our communities. 

Elderly friends and neighbors in your community are in dire need of friendly faces and willing hands to 

help with everyday tasks. Imagine having no way to get to your medical appointments or the pharmacy. 

What if you relied on nutritious delivered meals or friendly visitors to provide companionship or respite? 

Picture being unable to complete chores you once took for granted like mowing the grass, changing the 

battery in your chirping smoke alarm or changing burned out light bulbs. Suppose you had no vehicle to 

go grocery shopping, get your hair cut or run other errands. 

If these examples of struggles facing our seniors pull at your heart strings, you have the ability to be the 

difference.  RSVP of Schuylkill County is now recruiting volunteers age 55 and above who have kind 

hearts and some free time and want to help our seniors.  

Contact them at 570-622-3103 or email cbowen@co.schuylkill.pa.us for information on these and other 

volunteer opportunities. 

 

  Senior Adventures is changing a bit this year. We will be celebrating healing services at 

Trinity and enjoying brown-bag lunches for a few of our adventures. For our other adventures, we will 

be enjoying the delicious food at local restaurants. 

 

Thursday, May 19 - Cracker Barrel, Frackville 

Wednesday, June 22 – TEC 

Thursday, July 14 – Buddy’s, Pine Grove 

Wednesday, August 17 – TEC 

Thursday, September 22 – Creekside, Ringtown 

Wednesday, October 19 – TEC 

 

Please plan to join us on our lunches. Call Kathy Burda at 570-621-3220 for more information. 

 

Property tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and older; widows and 

widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities age 18 and older. Rebates are available up to 

$650 depending on your income. Deadline to apply for a rebate on property taxes or rent paid in 2015 is 

June 30, 2016. Call Kathy Burda at 570-621-3220 for more information. 

 

 

mailto:cbowen@co.schuylkill.pa.us






                           Charles Baber Preservation Trust 

Arbor Day:  At the time of this writing, Arbor Day celebrated on Friday, April 29th has not occurred yet. On 

April 13th and 14th, Norm Kauffman, our senior warden, picked up 8 trees, hauled them to the cemetery, dug 

the holes, and planted the trees.  Two more (Red Bud) will be planted later at the 16th Street entrance on the 

rock wall. Seven of the trees are around the pond and the 8th is near the 16th Street entrance, planted near a 

sponsor requested plot site.  Of the 8 trees, five have been sponsored and the sixth was paid for last year, but 

could not be planted until this year. We are thrilled that The Rev. Canon Clifford Carr has graciously offered to 

bless the trees at the tree blessing service at 2:00PM.  The tree sponsors and the tree types will be covered in the 

summer Topics.  Hopefully we will have a nice weather day for everyone in attendance. The proceeds from the 

tree sponsorship will go towards the removal of 8 trees and the pruning or removal of a 9th tree.  The total cost 

will be $5,350; and while we do not have enough money from the tree sponsorship, this year only, we will 

proceed with the removal of all trees.  The shortfall will be covered from a bequest by Nancy Williams to the 

cemetery.   

Road work: The final coat and sealer will be put on the road at the 16th Street entrance sometime in the early 

summer.  We raised sufficient funds of $3,200 last year to cover this expense. Our gravel road to the north of 

the pond which leads downhill toward the soccer\baseball field, continues to wash out from heavy rains and to 

form deep ruts. This water is coming from surface runoff and from an underground spring coming off the 16th 

Street hill and running under the neighbor's property and surfacing behind the carriage house (barn). The board 

has approved the installation of two catch basins by the pond, the creation of two retention ponds close to our 

property boundary by the soccer\baseball field, and the installation of plastic pipes to carry the water from the 

basins to the retention ponds. The costs of materials alone will be $5,000.  Norm Kauffman will donate his 

labor. Another board member has kindly pledged $2,000 toward this project. There is a $3,000 shortfall at this 

time.  The work will not be done until mid or late summer when the ground is dry.  

Leaf Vacuum\Gator: You know how the saying is that "sometimes when it rains, it pours"? Well that saying is 

applying to us at this time. As you know from the Gatehouse Views newsletter, our faithful, trusty leaf vac that 

has serviced us well for many years is now deceased. Fortunately, the majority of the leaves were vacuumed up 

last year, with only some light cleanup this year primarily along Market Street. An estimate of cost for a new 

one is $4,000.  One will be needed by late summer.  This bad news was tolerable; however, our Gator that we 

bought many, many years ago is now also dying.  The Gator is used daily by Tom and Bob.  It is used to haul 

dirt to back fill graves and mulch around the chapel and new trees, it is used to carry piles of broken branches 

that are collected in the spring and after heavy rains, it is used to carry the full trash receptacles to the dumpster, 

and it is used for many other things, most recently to carry bags of concrete and tools to cement two large 

boulders that either fell or were pried from the long stone wall inside the cemetery along Trinity Avenue.  The 

cost of a new Gator is $14,000.  We are looking at the possibly of also buying a plow attachment to use for 

removing snow on the long Market Street walkway. Sometimes when the snow is too heavy and too often, our 

laborers cannot shovel it, and an outside company with a bobcat has to be hired for the job.   

While this newsletter is indeed filled with financial worries of how to purchase the needed equipment and do 

the needed road work, and cut down the dead trees, it is also a joyful letter about the planting of new trees, the 

return of The Rev. Canon Carr to do the tree blessing service, and the all around excitement of our blossoming 

trees, and shrubs, and flowers.  Stop by and visit. Catch the purple flowers of the magnolia, the red tulips and 

purple azaleas at the chapel, the white callery pear trees at the barn, and the red sunset maples on Laurel 

Avenue.  



Trinity Episcopal Church 
200 South Second Street 

Pottsville, PA 17901 

Phone: 570.622.8720 

Fax: 570.621.3221 
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May Birthdays 

 

  2 – Carol Ann Bigg 

  5 – Evelyn Barnwell 

  6 – Kellon Jones 

  7 – Cara Kovalovich 

  8 – Paul Barnwell 

11 – Pam Foley, Jim Rinehart 

12 – Gabrielle Menuchak 

14 – Jason Swick 

16 – Bonnie Eckert 

18 – Jacquelyn Curtis 

24 – Elaine Howells 

26 – Mason Frederick 

28 – Tom Dodds 

29 – Jack Mansell 

30 – Nancy Cairns 

31 – Marria Walsh  

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

 

  2 – June Bednar 

  4 – Ann Beaver, Robert Petlansky  

        Corrine Gearhart, Aralyn Schenck 

  6 – Michael Pozza 

11 – Keith Grabowski, Brady Hess 

12 – Howard Mitchell 

13 – June Reedy 

14 – Lynn Holden, Karen Fehr 

19 – Paul Harley, Emmeline Stone, 

        Joanne Barton 

20 – Mitchell Bradley 

22 – Ernie Haddad 

24 – Robert Wetzel Jr. 

25 – Frank Osenbach 

26 – Ronald Frederick, Teagan Wehr 

28 – Mickey Bradley 

29 – Zachery Brennan 

30 – Robert Bedford 
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Deadline 

For 

July/August “Topics” 

Friday, Jun. 17, 2016 


