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Dear People of God at Trinity, 
 
As we enter into the fullness of summer, we rejoice as we are able to gather together in person once 
more. When the mask mandate is lifted, we will appreciate each other’s smiles, not just with our 
eyes, but with our entire faces as we show forth the love of God to each other. We have come out of 
the desert to the refreshment of worshiping together in joy. We pray that all are safe and that we 
may continue forward with more normal activities. However, we also embrace the technology of 
Zoom that connects us with our brothers and sisters who may be unable to worship in person or 
remain uncomfortable with being out and about.  
 
During this difficult time, we have shown the Spirit of the living God through our outreach with 
calls, emails, notes of good cheer and helping when and where we can.  This passage from 2 
Corinthians reminds us: 
 

   “And you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, 
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.” 

 
Our hearts are full and God invites us to live in His love as His love is perfected in us so we can 
demonstrate that love to our parish, our community and the world. Let that love shine out of your 
eyes and your face and your actions. As we move back to a more normal way of life, please consider 
how you can show that love — the ministry of volunteering — reading, counting, Summer camp, 
helping with fundraisers, Altar guild, Vestry, Church School and so many other ways to live out the 
Love that we are taught. Perhaps God is saying, “Just follow my directions; I’ll get you where you 
need to go and what you are to do. Just follow me.” 
 
Blessings for your safety and good health. 
 
 
Your Vestry 
 
 

Trinity Church’s Mission Statement 

“Living, loving, sharing in the name of Jesus Christ” 

Vision Statement 

“Honoring the past as we build a strong foundation for the future, while sharing our Christian faith through service 

to the community.” 

http://www.trinityepiscopalpottsvillepa.org/
mailto:Email:%20episcopalch200@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 

In-Person Worship at The Chapel Of The Resurrection & Zoom  
We are so thankful that we can worship in person once again. Our summer 
services begin at 9 am at the Chapel of the Resurrection at Charles Baber 
Cemetery and will continue there through September 12th. We are grateful to 
Father Kurt, Mother Dolores and Father Tim for celebrating Eucharist with us 

and our Lay Leaders when a priest cannot be scheduled. We are waiting for Comcast to 
hook up the service at the cemetery chapel so the Episcopal Church of Schuylkill County 
can continue to join us with Zoom services. At this point, Comcast is scheduled to be doing 
the work on July 8 and we will do our best to keep in touch with you regarding Zoom 
services. Thank you for your patience.  
If you are interested in attending a ZOOM service, please contact Father Kurt at 
nomenk3@hotmail.com or 570-640-1738. He will be most happy to include you.  
 

Susan Starr Award 
This year’s award was presented to Timothy Bortner on June 13 at the 9 am 
service. Tim is the son of Lea and Peter Bortner and a 2021 graduate of Blue 
Mountain HS. Susan Starr established this award in her will to honor graduating seniors 
who have been “an active, faithful participant in the life of Trinity.” Tim will attend 
Susquehanna University in the fall majoring in music education.  
 

Confirmation and Reception Classes 
In the fall, there will be classes for those wishing to be confirmed or received in 
the church. Father Kurt will lead these and more information will be 
forthcoming in the September/October TOPICS. If you or anyone you know may 

be interested in Confirmation or Reception, please contact the office or Father Kurt. This 
will most likely be a joint service with our sister parishes.  
 

Lev Training 
We are hopeful that with more people vaccinated our Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors will begin going out again soon. If anyone is interested in being 
trained for this fulfilling ministry, please contact the church office or Fr. 
Kurt.  
 

New Church Sign 
Bartush Company installed the new sign at the front of the church and it is truly 
beautiful. If you haven’t seen it, please drive by and take a look. Many thanks to 
a parishioner for donating the funds and to Albert Portland, our Junior Warden 
for making all the contacts and following through until the project was 
completed.  
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Fundraising  
There will be a Community Day and Night at Hoss’ restaurant in Cressona on 
Friday, July 16th from 11 am to 9 pm.  We are raising money for a Christmas 
mission project which will help needy families in the community. Cards can be 
picked up at the Chapel on Sunday morning, at the office or an email will be sent which can 
be printed out. The cards need to be presented when you go to dine and if we reach $300, 
the church will receive 20% of the total. The Presbyterians are joining us in this ministry 
effort. Please save the date — Friday, July 16 from 11 am to 9 pm — Hoss’ Restaurant in 
Cressona. Have a fun Friday night out and help with this mission project at the same time. 
  

Wish List 
Some months ago we began a wish list for items in the church. Some 
of the opportunities for memorial or thanksgivings are oil-filled 

Advent candles and special wine and water cruets for Feast Days, funerals and weddings, 
new brass candleholders for the cemetery chapel. We are also looking for an additional 
Paschal Candleholder in wood. If you are interested in these or other items as a memorial 
or thanksgiving, please contact the office for pricing. 
 

Parish Prayer List 
This list will be updated monthly, so if you have a name or names for the prayer list and 
wish them to be continued, please call the office each month.  
 

United Thank Offering 
As we begin to return to normal schedules, we are so grateful and have 
many blessings to be thankful for. So when you are grateful for a blessing, 
large or small, please think of adding a few coins to your UTO box to help 

out others realize their blessings as well. Thank you! An Ingathering will be held in late 
September.  
 

Episcopal Church Of Schuylkill County Picnic 
Save the date!  Sunday, September 19, 2021, at the Island Pavilion in 
Schuylkill Haven. There will be a Eucharist followed by a picnic — each 
family is asked to bring their own picnic lunch and drinks since we are being a bit more 
careful because of Covid. A great time for fellowship with our sister churches and hopefully 
some parishioners from the rest of Convocation V. More details in the September/October 
edition of the TOPICS.  
 



 

 

THE MUSIC CORNER   
by Cora A. Gamelin-Osenbach 
 

What a blessing to celebrate the birthday of the church and the Holy Spirit descending as 
we gathered in the church for the first time in many months at Pentecost!  To hear the 
mighty organ and sing hymns and receive Communion was a joyous occasion and were 
grateful that our sisters and brothers on Zoom could rejoice with us. And in the summer 
months, we gather in the beautiful, peaceful surroundings of the Baber Cemetery for our 9 
am service. We are hopeful that our Zoom worshipers will be with us again as soon as 
Comcast installs the necessary equipment.  
 

 

Concert Series 
Worshipping in person came first and hopefully enjoying live music in our 
Concert Series comes this fall. We are blessed to have artists who are as 
anxious to perform again as we are to be an appreciative audience. Our first 

concert will be on October 17, 2021, at 4 pm with Cody Mead, organist. This concert is 
graciously sponsored by Howard Mitchell and we are so excited to welcome Cody back to 
our series. And YES!  Parking is now available in the Mahantongo Street garage and we also 
hope to have our delicious, lively receptions following the concert. Blessings abound as we 
are more grateful than ever to have what we perhaps took for granted. I will be asking for 
your culinary delights as we approach the fall. Many thanks to our faithful patrons for their 
continued support. Please see the season flyer in this edition of the TOPICS. 

 
 

 
 

Little Food Pantry 
It has come to our attention that despite the need in the community, that 
our Little Food Pantry has not been utilized to the fullest extent.  Part of 
the issue may be the location since it is in the cemetery and not on one of 

the main thoroughfares where it is visible. Unfortunately, we would have liked to locate it 
by the church but the review process by HARB (Historical and Architectural Review Board) 
made it difficult, which is why we chose the Baber location. 
 
We are in the process of working with Schuylkill Community Action and several other 
agencies to get information about the Little Food Pantry to their clients and encourage its 
use.  However, during these conversations, we learned that Schuylkill Community Action 
has a surplus of food from grants and donations given during the height of the pandemic 
and offered to stock the pantry for us.  They can get food very reasonably from suppliers 
and donations from large corporations and need to use the excess inventory that they have 
now.  So until we let you know otherwise, please do not stock the food pantry.  The director 
of Schuylkill Community Action suggested that we donate the money that we would have 
spent on food back to Trinity for use in another ministry. 

http://www.stpaulcalhan.org/july/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




 News from Marion C. Price Trust Fund 
 

Summer is finally here and we are emerging from a pandemic that shut the world down.  Many of us 
are ready to get out and start enjoying all the things we took for granted, even going to the grocery 
store. Most of us were not prepared for all that has happened since March of 2020, but I would like to 
say people used creativity during this last year to celebrate milestones and keep in contact with loved 
ones.  If you are ready to venture out into the world once again, I have some ideas and information 
about things happening around the Schuylkill County area. Please remember to still use some care 
when gathering: masks may still be a good idea in certain situations and hand washing/hand sanitizing 
is always a good idea. 
 
If you enjoy being outdoors, the county and surrounding area have several state parks to enjoy 
swimming, boating, fishing, picnicking, camping, biking, and more.                                           
Tuscarora State Park – 687 Tuscarora Road, Barnesville    
Locust Lake State Park – 220 Locust Lake Road, Barnesville 
Swatara State Park- Pine Grove Township and Lebanon County near exit 100 off I 81   
Although not a state park, Sweet Arrow Lake, located at 108 Clubhouse Road in Pine Grove, offers 
many of the same activities except swimming, which is not allowed. 
 
Three area golf courses are available for the golfing enthusiast. 
Hidden Valley- 1753 Panther Valley Road, Pine Grove 
Mountain Valley- 1021 Brockton Mountain Drive, Barnesville 
White Birch- 660 Tuscarora Park Road, Barnesville 
If mini-golf is more your speed, Heisler’s Dairy Barn the Lewistown Valley offers 2 18-hole miniature 
golf courses, a driving range, batting cages, arcade, and country fresh ice cream. 
 
Hope Hill Lavender Farm 2375 Panther Valley Road Pottsville offers tours of the farm on Saturdays in 
July and August. A $5 tour will get you a taste of lavender at the end and an opportunity to purchase 
products made with lavender. 
 
If you are interested in history, many towns have their own historical society to visit. The Schuylkill 
County Historical Society is located at 305 N. Centre St. in Pottsville. There you may gather a list of the 
many historical markers, monuments, and statues to visit in the area. 
 
 Coal mining has been a major industry in our area and some mines are still operational today. Pioneer 
Tunnel Coal Mine tour in Ashland will allow you to experience a little bit of this history as you ride an 
open mine car into the tunnel. A guide will inform you of the operations and how the coal was 
removed. It is a great tour and allows a glimpse into the dangers and hard work the workers faced 
daily. Take a jacket along because it is chilly in the mine. The Henry Clay Steam Train will take you back 
in time on a three-quarter-mile scenic ride. Call, (570) 875-3850 for ticket pricing and availability. 
Coal Miners Statue and Park, located at the intersection of Routes 901 and 209 near Minersville, is 
dedicated to all those who labored in anthracite coal mines. Pennsylvania Anthracite Miners 
Memorial is located in Girard Park at Washington and Main Streets in Shenandoah.  
 
Several statues and memorials are located in Pottsville including John O’Hara on Centre St. just across 
from Trinity Episcopal Church. Ashland boasts the Mothers Memorial at the intersection of Hoffman 
Blvd and Center Streets, the world’s only memorial dedicated to mothers. 
 



America's oldest brewery is in our backyard at 420 Mahantongo St. Pottsville. Yuengling offers tours, 
which are free but online reservations are required. You may visit the museum and gift shop while you 
are there. Other historical attractions include the Tamaqua Railroad Station, which offers a restaurant 
and gift shop; Schuylkill County Courthouse, Pottsville; and the historic Old White Church, 189 
Cemetery Rd. Ringtown, which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Church tours are 
available by calling (570) 889-3494. 
 
This summer support your local fire companies by attending their block parties and carnivals. Enjoy 
fireworks, outdoor concerts, yard sales, bake sales, fundraisers, and other community events by 
checking the calendar of events in the local paper, or by visiting Schuylkill.org. Local wineries are often 
holding events and entertainment.  Visit your local community pool to help you beat the heat. 
Knoebels Amusement Park is open and has free admission, free entertainment, shade trees, benches 
to relax on, mini-golf, good food, ice cream and more!  
 
Kenny Stehr and Sons farm located at 30 Kettle Road Pitman offers fresh vegetables, homemade 
baked goods, food, and ice cream Fridays and Saturdays all summer long. Join them on the farm in the 
beautiful Pitman valley for their Festivals including a Pickle Festival, July 16-17; Peach Festival, August 
13-14; Sweet Corn Festival, August 27-28. Check out their Facebook page for details. 
 
August will bring the Schuylkill County Fair, Aug. 2-7; Kielbasa Festival, Main St. Shenandoah, Aug.21st 
from 11am – 5pm 

End the summer on Labor Day weekend with an entire town dedicated to grilling up the best burger 
you have ever had! The Taste of Hamburg hamburger festival, is Saturday, Sept. 4, 10-6, in Hamburg. 
Admission is free to try burgers at over 30 hamburger stands, purchase handmade crafts, and local art, 
but parking is $5. Sunday, Sept. 5 travel to my neck of the woods for the Schuylkill County Wine 
Festival, held at Hegins Park. Sample and purchase wine from local wineries, enjoy food and musical 
entertainment. 
  
If it’s too hot, or rainy, or you just want to wait for cooler weather to check out some indoor locations 
you may enjoy the following. 
The Majestic Theater located at 209 N. Centre St. Pottsville offers art shows, comedy, musicals and 
more. Check out their website or Facebook page for more info. 
Fighters Heaven, 58 Sculps Hill Rd. Orwigsburg, allows you to check out Muhammad Ali’s training 
camp. Call, (570) 968-2961 for information to tour the camp where Ali trained for some of his biggest 
fights. There is no cost to check out this piece of Schuylkill County history but donations are accepted. 
There is also bowling at Pine Lanes Bowling Center in Pine Grove or Strike Zone Alleys in Pottsville. 
The Roller Roost in Pottsville has skating and laser tag. They also have a roller derby team. Call (570) 
628-4032 for price and information. 
 

As restrictions are lifted and people want to get out, please consider volunteering to drive someone to 
the doctor or to run errands. I am looking for people to volunteer to give a ride to parishioners if 
needed. Please call me in the office at (570) 621-3220 with questions and to volunteer. I look forward 
to hearing from you! Enjoy this summer and the ability to gather with friends and family and “see” the 
smile on their faces.  



       Charles Baber Cemetery Preservation Trust 

                     Calm, Cool, and Collected  

Calm, cool, and collected is a term used to define a person who is organized and in control of their life or the 

situation in the midst of chaos, uncertainty, and danger.  It is sometimes used to describe firefighters, 

policemen, servicemen and women, and others like an attorney performing at a high-profile trial, or an athlete 

performing at an Olympic event or a championship tournament.  This term, while applying to humans, seems 

incongruent when talking about nature. And yet, when you think about it, that is exactly what the environment 

is like at the Baber Cemetery with its trees, shrubs, flowers, pond, long stone wall, gothic chapel, memorial 

markers, and stone gatehouse. There is a calmness, a serenity about the property.  The trees provide an 

abundance of cool shade in the heat of the summer.  And there is a silent collectiveness, a sense of inclusion and 

protection by nature fortified by the sturdy endurance of the stone structures, walls, and memorial markers. 

There is peacefulness, serenity, and calm. 

Here at the Baber Cemetery, the massive leaf volume of many of the trees welcomes us with the promise of 

providing cool shade and protection from the sweltering heat. Trees like the mighty oaks (red, white, pin, 

swamp white, and chestnut) that are to the right of the main entrance and all along the hillside down from the 

chapel, the maples (Norway, sugar, sycamore, red, 'red sunset' and box elder) that are around the chapel and to 

the left of the chapel stretching down the hill to the 16
th

 Street entrance, the beech (American and copper) by the 

chapel and the Atkins mausoleum, the London planetree along the Market Street wall, and the linden (American 

basswood and little leaf) by the barn have thick outward and\or downward reaching branches that provide large 

areas of shade. Even the eastern white pine, to the right of the main entrance and along the property line going 

down the hill to the lower level are so tall and close together, that the path directly underneath them is a dark 

tunnel of shade, coolness, and tranquility.   

 

Other trees like the elms, with their narrow serrated leaves, (slippery, American, Siberian, and homestead 

hybrid) to the east of the pond and by the Comoloquoy mausoleum, the black locust, black walnut, and black 

cherry along the hillsides in the lower level with narrow pointed or curved leaves, the tall gangly ginkgoes with 

fan-shaped leaves, the sweet gum with their star-shaped leaves and the dawn redwood with their soft fern-like 

leaves, both species of which are to the east of the pond, all provide collective entertainment either with their 

trunk coloring and texture or with their leaf composition and shapes; however, because of their age, leaf shape, 

or their height, their shade coverage can be narrow.  And then you have low-lying evergreens, like the yews, 

eastern red cedar, and the Norway spruce, that provide lots of shelter and shade to the squirrels, groundhogs, 

rabbits, and birds. Notice the Norway spruce with its many hanging pinecones that have just formed and are soft 

and pliable. The dwarf Japanese red maples have winged samaras that look like tiny butterflies affixed to their 

leaves. The flowering trees like the dogwoods, callery pear, redbud, cherry, tuliptree, magnolia, and Japanese 

lilac had their moment of glory in the Spring and have now quietly receded into the background.     

 

And then there is the pond area.  The reeds, thistle plants, cattails, and flowering vegetation around and in the 

pond provide a feeding smorgasbord and home to many varieties of butterflies, dragonflies, bees, ruby-throated 

hummingbirds, red-winged blackbirds, two ducks, frogs, turtles, and some fish. And we have a semicircle of the 

bald cypress, with their soft green fern-like leaves planted around the southern half of the pond. Come and 

partake of the cool, calm, collective and inclusive effects of nature. Relax and refresh yourself.   



23rd Annual Baber Appreciation Day 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 

   3:00 to 6:30 PM   
Hot dogs, baked beans, chips, watermelon & water will be provided.  

  

             “Free Will Donation”            Bring your own folding chair.  

  

NATURE AND HISTORY WALKING TOURS    3:00 

  

             SMALL BASKET RAFFLE          BAKE SALE  

  

PICNIC BEGINNING 4:30  

  

THIRD BRIGADE BAND CONCERT   4:00  -  5:45 PM 

  

SOLEMN EVENSONG SERVICE   - 6:00 PM 

 

Rain Date:      Sunday, September 12, 2021 
  

1) Monetary contributions to purchase the hot dogs, rolls, condiments, paper products, water and chips 

would be greatly appreciated.  

2) Volunteers are needed to make baked goods, to help set up and clean up, cut the melons, and grill the 

dogs.  

If you can help, call Carol 617-6704, Carla or Norm 628-3868, Kurt Kovalovich 640-1738, or the office at 

622-8720.         Monetary contributions can be given to any one of the three listed above. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------  

Cemetery Update 
(1) If you have a chance come and see the charming Scatter Garden created for the scattering of cremation 

ashes that Tim Bortner built as his Eagle Scout project. It is situated in the lower level to the south of the pond.   

(2) The cemetery is now hosting a food pantry cabinet to provide canned goods and paper products to any 

needy recipient. The Pottsville Food Bank is supplying the food pantry cabinet for the summer. 

(3) We have one full-time worker (Tom Dodds) and two part-time workers (Josh and Evan) employed at the 

cemetery.  They are a great team and good workers. They are doing their best to keep up with the rapidly 

growing grass and weeds, picking up broken branches after rainstorms, keeping the drains and gutters cleared, 

preparing for funerals\burials, seeding new burial plots, servicing the equipment, and reseating toppled 

memorial markers.  During the muggy, buggy summer months, this is a hot tiring job.  We are grateful that we 

have these three faithful and energetic workers.  Thank you, Tom, Josh, and Evan, for all that you do!  



form and drop it in the offering plate or return it to the Parish Office by August 31, 2021.

Title:  (Circle one) Mr.  Mrs.  Miss  Ms.  Dr.  Rev.  Other_________ Mr.  Mrs.  Miss  Ms.  Dr.  Rev.  Other_________

Name:  First, Middle or Maiden, Last)

Sex:  (Check One)    Male      Female     Male      Female 

Birthday:  (Mo, Day, Year) Date: Date:

Preferred or Nickname

Address:

     City, State, Zip

Alternate Address

     Time Spent at this address From:____________ To:_______________ From:____________ To:_______________

     City, State, Zip

Home Phone:  (include area code)

Cell Phone:  (include area code) Unlisted 

Work Phone:  (include area code)

Extra Phone:  (include area code)

Email:  (Please print clearly)

Marital Status:

Anniversary Date: Date: Date:

Baptized:    No    Yes Date:    No    Yes Date:

Name:  (first, middle, last) Birth Date Grade

   No    Yes Date:

   No    Yes Date:

   No    Yes Date:

   No    Yes Date:

   No    Yes Date:

   No    Yes Date:

Baptized

Children (16 years old & under)

Trinity Episcopal Church

Membership Information

Head of Household Spouse

This summer we are going to update the Parish Directory for the 2021 edition. Many 

parishoners have already provided this information and do not need to do this if nothing 

has changed. For those of you who have not provided this information, please fill out this

Unlisted  Unlisted 

Unlisted 

Unlisted 

Unlisted 

Unlisted 

Unlisted 



 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
200 South Second Street 

Pottsville, PA 17901 

Phone: 570.622.8720 

Fax: 570.621.3221 
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July Birthdays 

 

  1 – Tony Bacon 

  2 – John Pritiskutch 

  3 – Lea Bortner 

  4 – Jerry Simatos 

  6 – Leigh Ann Siminitus, Alice Sapp 

  9 – Sharon Albright 

11 – Kendyl Moyer 

14 – Kitty Murray 

20 – Reynolds Hostetter 

21 – Allesondra Pritiskutch 

25 – Miriam Harris 

28 – Nancy Buehler, Daniel MacArthur, 

        Janine Hinnershitz 

30 – Emerson Albright 

31 – Robert Bednar 

 

 

 

August Birthdays 

 

  1 – Connie Guensch 

  2 – Donna Ross 

  4 – James Coulson 

  8 – Alana Spotts, Sandra Snyder 

12 – Doris Kauffman 

16 – Edna Rauco, MacKenzie Menuchak 

18 – Dottie Kelly 

22 – Kathy Burda 

23 – Delaney Burns, Layne Reedy, Peter Bortner 

24 – Waverly Bacon IV 

25 – Patrick Moore Sr. 

26 – Cynthia Ryland, Jake Oerther 

27 – Justin Lindenmuth, Elliot Wehr 

28 – Tracy Frederick 

30 – Frank Yuengling 

31 – Nancy Billie 
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Deadline 

For 

September/October “Topics” 

Monday, Aug. 16, 2021 


